
Our Yarra Valley Odyssey by Nola McLean 

  
Our bus adventures on 4

th
 of May once again helped to break the drought!  Why was I not surprised 

that the heavens might open up as they did intermittently on our camellia bus trip, but as we are all 
intrepid gardeners we would not let it spoil our day!   
  
Our first stop was at Coolwyn Nurseries.  For those on the left hand side of the bus their first view 
driving in was a ‘Marge Miller’ hedge, which photographer Cathy spotted so she was clicking the 
camera as soon as she alighted from the bus.   

When I was talking about our Congress speakers I said “Our last speaker of the morning was a 
delight.  Leo Koelwyn, of Coolwyn Nurseries made us all drool with his descriptions of his 
magnolias.  I am hoping that Andrew will invite Leo to be a speaker at one of our meeting nights or 
perhaps even take us on a bus trip to the nursery itself!”  I am happy to say that I had my wish fulfilled 
and have now seen Leo’s nursery and been lucky enough to hear him talk about and show us his 
grafting and cuttings techniques for Magnolias.  We also saw a variety of conifers and were told about 
his innovative ways at his nursery including the large dams and state of the art propagation houses.  
Thanks Leo for sharing your time and expertise with us.  It’s a third generation nursery which just 
goes to show the passion they have for their plants and business.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By then it was nearing the middle of the day, and for 
most of us who had eaten breakfast very early that 
morning, we were happy when we arrived at Alowyn 
Gardens at Yarra Glen and could eat our lunch in a 

warm undercover area.  We then had the benefit of 
hearing from the creator of the gardens John van de 
Lind, with the help of his wife Prue.  You might 
wonder what a landscape gardener does when he 
retires?  He designs and sets about building his 
dream garden!   You look at the map of the gardens 
you will find there are defined areas within the 
garden.  There is a great perennial border which 

should be viewed from spring right through to autumn.  We were lucky enough to see the splendour of 
autumn during our visit and the giant pumpkin displays. 
  
The silver birch forest is a delight to walk in and their 
edible garden almost makes you hungry!  The parterre 
garden and a number of display gardens all have their 
own special charms. Through all these areas you also 
find an incredible wisteria and rose covered archway 
which is 100m long.  Walk through this to a sunken 
garden with a classical fountain as a centre piece. Of 
course the wisteria is not flowering wonderful sight, 
however it was still interesting with myriads of long 
pods hanging from above now, you need to come 
back in October for that wonderful sight, however it 
was still interesting with myriads of long pods hanging from above.   



 
 
 
Of course the wisteria is not flowering now, you need to come back in October for that wonderful 
sight, however it was still interesting with myriads of long pods hanging from above.   
  
We were lucky enough to have an hour and a half in this great garden which also gave us plenty of 
time to browse through their extensive nursery and come home with some real gems. 
  
For those who had not had enough retail nursery time we made a journey to the Country Gardeners 
Nursery in Woori Yallock for further retail therapy, and some of our members really got into action at 

this delightful nursery!  You wouldn’t think that a mini bus could contain both avid camellia members, 
who of course are avid gardeners too, and the many plants which enjoyed their bus trip to their new 
locations.  While on the way to our next location we spotted part of a rainbow out of the bus window.   
  
At our last stop at Payne’s Winery at Wandin, we found the whole rainbow smiling at us.  We were 

able to walk by this great sight to view a 
wonderful stand of old camellia bushes, or 
perhaps I should call them trees as they 
could certainly own this title too!  While 
looking at these camellias which may have 
been there since the mid 1830’s we stood 
under a most magnificent oak tree, which 
Ruth Morley described as making her think 
of the Magic Faraway Tree.  I also grew up 
being an avid Enid Blyton reader so I could 
completely agree with her description!  
While there we also had a chance to go 
through the original homestead dating back 
to the 1860’s! 
  

On behalf of all your passengers Andrew, thank you so much for taking us all on a great new 
adventure.  I know we are all looking forward to the next one! 
 
 
          Nola McLean 
 


